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Q. Explain the meaning of social group.
Ans: A group is a collection of individuals but all collectivities do not constitute a social group. A group is distinct from an aggregate (people waiting at railway station or bus stand) member of which do not interact with one another. The essence of the social group is not physical closeness or contact between the individuals but a consciousness of joint interaction.
This consciousness of interaction may be present even there is no personal contact between individuals "According to William a social group "is a given aggregate of people
playing interrelated roles and recognized by themselves or others as a unit of interaction.
It is a plurality of people as actors involved in a pattern of social interaction, conscious of sharing common understanding and of accepting some rights and obligations that accrue only to members.
Thus, a social group consists of such members as have reciprocal relations. The members are bound by a sense of unity. Their interest is common, behaviour is similar. They are bound by the common consciousness of interaction. Viewed in this way, a family, a village, a nation, a political party or a trade union is a social group.

Q. Give definitions of Social group.
Ans: According to Green, "A group is an aggregate of individuals which persist in time, which has one or more interests and activities in common and which is organised."
According to Maclver and Page "Any collection of human beings who are brought into social relationship with one another". Social relationships involve some degree of reciprocity and mutual awareness among the members of the group.

Q. What is primary group?
Ans: The Primary group is the most simple and universal form of association. It is nucleus of all social organisation. It is a small group in which a small number of persons come into direct contact with on another. They meet "face to face" for mutual help, companionships and discussion of common questions. They live in the presence and thought of one another. The primary group is a small group in which the members live together.

Q. What is secondary group?
Ans: The Secondary groups are of special significance in modern industrial society. They have become almost inevitable today. Their appearance is mainly due to the growing cultural complexity. Secondary groups may be defined as those associations which are characterized by impersonal or secondary relations and specialization of functions. K. Davis says that "The secondary groups can be roughly defined as the opposite of everything already said about primary groups."
They are also called "special interest groups" or "self interest groups". The examples of secondary groups include a city, a nation, a political party, corporation, labour union, an army, a large crowd etc. These groups have no direct bearing on the members. Here members are too many and too scattered. Here human contacts are superficial, undefined and mechanical.

Q. What is social group? Discuss the characteristics of social group.
Ans: In simple terms group can be said to be a collection of people living together. But they cannot. De termed as a group of they are just physically together. To be termed as a group they are to be in contact and communication to each other directly or indirectly. The members of a group try to mutually respond or stimulate to one another in some meaningful way which is known as social interaction. When social interaction keeps on taking place again and again, a pattern of behaviour is perceived, known as social relation. These social relations necessarily do not have to be friendly, intimate or inclusive in nature. They may be unfiiendly, non-intimate or non-inclusive also. It is on the basis of the nature of such social relationships that lead to the formation of different types of social groups.
We sometimes use the term group to mean large group as human or animal group or even to mean small groups as racial group, age group, sex group, occupational group, professional group and so on.
Characteristics of Social Group:
The chief characteristics of social group are-
(i) Collection of individuals: A social group is a collection of individuals. There can be no group without individuals.
(ii) Interaction amongst members : To be a social group interaction amongst its members is a must. Just a collection of individuals without any mutual interaction does not make a social group. Social group can be said to be a system of social interaction.
(iii) Mutual awareness: There has to be mutual awareness among the members of a group. The members are aware of and related to one another.
(iv) Similar Behaviour: There is a more or less amount of similarity in the behaviour pattern of the group members. Each social group represents different patterns of behaviour collectively.
(v) We feeling: The members of a group have a 'we feeling' among themselves. This means that they have a tendency to identify themselves with the group. This feeling creates sympathy in them towards one another and also, fosters cooperation among the members. Consciousness
regarding the interest of the group prevails among its members.
(vi) Group Unity: There prevails a sense of unity among the members of a group. The more frequently the member meet, the quality of emotional tie among them etc. determines the feeling of unity.
For example: Family, group of friends, religious groups etc. are highly united and integrated because its have several common interests and have frequent contacts among themselves. They also express a high degree of loyalty to one another.
(vii) Common Interests: The members of a group have common ideals and interests. In fact, we find that groups themselves are formed for the fulfillment of some common interests. It is because of this we have political groups, national groups, racial groups : religious groups etc.
(viii)Group Norms: Every group has its own rules, regulations and fixed norms which every member is expected to follow.

Q. What is primary group? Mention some characteristics of primary group.
Ans: Sociologist C.H. Cooley was the one who gave the concept of primary group. Primary groups are very small and personal. The members of such group have great intimacy. Members of primary group also must have physicall closeness or face-to face relationship says Cooley. But other sociologists feel that there must also be we feeling amongst the group members. Primary groups include family and children's play groups. There prevails an informal and relaxed relationship amongst its members. To be termed as primary there has to intimacy, love, sympathy, belongingness and close identification among the members. In the words of Green, "primary group tends to a high degree of personal involvement and inclusiveness of relationship."
Characteristics of Primary Group:
Below are given some characteristics of primary group—
(i) Face to face relationship: The members of a primary group share a face-to-face relationship. All the members know the names of each other. They also know about the details of each other like one's status wealth occupation educational qualification etc.
(ii) Small Size: Primary groups are of smaller size which leads to effective participation amongst its members. It is because of this that there is intimate relationship amongst the member. If the size of the group increases then this intimacy is lost.
(iii) Physical nearness: The members of a primary group are close to one another which provides an opportunity in their all round development.
(iv) Stability: Primary groups are relatively permanent in nature as the members of the group live with each other for a longer time.
(v) Limited self interest: The common interest of the group members is above self-interest in such groups. The members sacrifice their personal interest in the interest of the group which leads to a feeling a mental pleasure and contentment among its members.
(vi) Communication: There is quick and effective communication amongst the members of a primary group' as there is face-to-face contact among them.
(vii) Direct co-operation: Members of primary' group work in co-operation with each other to achieve common interest. There is no concept of division of labour.

Q. What is secondary group? Mention some characteristics of secondary group.
Ans: Secondary groups are large is size than the primary groups. The members of such group are not bound by an emotional ties. As the number of members is more there is no face to face relationship among them. The interests of the members are diversified. They are also known as "Special interest groups."
In the words of Ogburn and Nimkoff, which provide experience lacking in intimacy can be called secondary groups.
Again in the words of Frank D. Watson, "the secondary group is larger and more formal, is specialised and direct in its contacts and relies more for unity and continuance upon
the stability of its social organisation than does the primary group."
Characteristics of Secondary groups:
Below are given some characteristics of secondary group. They are–
(i) Dominance of secondary relations: The members of the secondary group do not stay together, therefore, the relationship amongst its members is indirect, impersonal, and contractual. Groups formed among employees of factories, business corporations, banks, universities, political parties, trade unions are examples of secondary groups.
(ii) Large Size : The secondary groups are relatively of a larger size. The number of members is not limited and hence it may be even in thousands or lakhs. For example Lions Club, Bishwa Hindu Parishad, Rotary Club etc.
(iv) Membership: The members of a secondary group possess its voluntary membership. There is no compulsion on the members regarding the joining of the group of quitting it.
(iv) No Physical nearness: The members of secondary group have no physical closeness to each other. The members may stay scattered over a vast area like we have the members of Lions Club all over the world.
(v) Specific ends: The members of a secondary group come together for the realisation of some specific Interests. It is because of this they are also known as 'specific interest group'.
(vi) Indirect Communication : The communication amongst the members of a secondary group is indirect. It is not quick and effective. The members contact each other through, telephone, post, telegraph, magazines, journals etc.
(vii) Structure: Secondary groups are formal in structure. They are usually very organised. The members are given specified status and roles by a formal authority. There is no distinction amongst the members on the basis of caste, colour, language, religion, region etc.

Q. Define group. Distinguish between primary group and secondary group.
Ans: Definitions of social group:
Different sociologists have given different definitions of social groups. Below are given a few of them which will make out concept clear of social groups–
(i) In the words of Maclver, "By group we mean any collection of human beings who are brought into social relationship with one another."
(ii) In words of Sheriff and Sheriff, "A group is a social unit which consists of number of individual who stand in (more or less) definite status and role relationships to one another and which possess a set of values or norms of its own regulating the behaviour of individual members at least in matters of consequence to the group."
(iii) In the words of Harry M. Johnson, "A social group is a system of social interaction."
(iv) In the words of Bogardus, "A social group is a number of persons, two or more, who have common obeys of attention, who are stimulating to each other, who have common loyalty and participate in similar activities."

	Primary Groups
	Secondary Groups

	1. The members of this group have a direct relationship. Ex –family
	1. The relationship amongst the member is indirect. Ex- Lions Club.

	2. Relation amongst members is intimate.
	2. Relation amongst members lack intimacy.

	3. The size of such group is small.
	3. The size is larger.

	4. There is direct influence on the personality development of its members.
	4. There is indirect influence on the personality
development of its members.

	5. Communication amongst members is direct, quick and effective.
	5. Communication amongst member is indirect in nature.

	6. Group has more control over its members.
	6. Group has less control over members.

	7. No other groups are included in primary groups.
	7. It also includes other groups.

	8. The interests of the group E members is not specific but general.
	8. Interest of every member is specific. Hence it is also called 'special interest group.'

	9. Co-operation amongst members is indirect in
nature.
	9. Co-operation amongst members is direct in nature.




Q. Discuss education as a process of social progress.
Ans. The development of an individual takes place both in the formal and informal system of education. We also know that education helps in the allround progress of an individual be it
physical, mental, emotional, spiritual, moral or social. It is the informal agencies of education like family, television, radio, hobby clubs, society, religious organisation which contributes
more to the social progress of individuals than the formal agency i.e. school.
A child first starts his interaction with the family members alter his birth. He adopts social behaviour, manners, customs, religious practices etc. by imitating the elders of his/her family. He/she learns to eat, dress, behave, talk all from the elders.
After that the child has an interaction with the other agencies like religious organisations, neighbours etc. and starts adopting social practices. Nowadays, children also learn a lot from television as it brings the whole world in our drawing, rooms. It introduces the children to the happenings of the world. The child thus starts understanding about his/her own
culture and also about the culture of other states and countries. The child enters school at the age of 3 years. Earlier that he/she has interaction only with the family members. Now, as he/she joins school he/ she is introduced to a world where there are children from different family background, culture, language, caste, creed etc. When the child is introduced to this world his/her socialization starts taking place.
A school which has good teachers, is free from any political influence helps in creation of social individuals who can in return contribute to social progress.
Teachers can also help in social progress by disseminating their knowledge and expertise for the upliftment of the society as they enjoy a very high status in society. Teachers are said
to be the torch bearers of society, they are supposed to remove the darkness of ignorance and show right path to the children. They can instill a feeling of social service in the minds of the children by encouraging them to do social work. Children have to understand about the contribution of the society in their education.							 

Q. Discuss the school/Education as a process of socialization.
Ans: Education as process of socialization : School is the most important agency of imparting formal education. It is described as an agency of social change. It has got to play an important
role in the development of the society as an agency of socialization.
The school is to be considered as a miniature society. The school must be linked with the society outside. Varied experiences should be provided to the students, so that in their own way, they are prepared to shoulder the responsibilities of after school life. Activity leading to the child's emotional, aesthetic, intellectual and physical development must find equal emphasis in the school. As an agency of socialization the school has to play an important role in the development of the society. The school is considered to be a place where pupils are expected to acquire knowledge and develop their intellect. But education from the wider sense is a life long process and it is an essential social affairs. School is responsible for handing over the cultural heritage of the past to the younger generation. The school is also charged by the society to give training and bringing up the youth, which in primitive societies was cared for by other agencies like the home, religious organization etc. From this standpoint, the school is now-a-days regarded as a centre of social life. Infact, the school should act as a miniature society and a centre of social development. With the growth of the sociological tendencies in the world, the school is considered more and more as a "miniature society" exerting potential influence on the minds of the pupils. In every society all over the world, the school is engaged in inculcation of values.
Socialization takes place in the school not only through the formal school curricula but also through the hidden curricula which from  classroom teaching to organization of sports, dramatics etc. children learn to keep quite, sit still, obey command, remain neat and punctual by attending school.

Q. What is socialization? Discuss the different agencies of socialization.
Ans: Man is by nature both social and cultural. Culture provides opportunities to develop individuals personality. Every society makes it shown ways and means of giving training to every
members for developing their personality. This social training is called socialization. It is through socialization that man is transformed from the animal into the human, and it is socialization which gives him a balanced personality. Socialization teaches him to retain control over himself in the interest of others. It evolves a wefeeling in him and thereby invests him with a sense of responsibility.
Agencies of socialization :
The process of socialization is carried on by all the agencies of formal and informal education. They are :
1. Family : The first and most powerful agency of socialization in individual's life is the family.It is within the family that the child leans behaviour patterns like feeling, sleeping, talking, controlling aggression etc. Family provides the early situation for socialization of the child.
Family forms the outlook attitude, sentiments and complexes in the child that arc the constituent elements of individual's personality.
2. Community : Community life determines social development and acquisition of the social qualities in the child. When the child comes out of the family environment they learns the desirable community characteristics of behaviour from peer group and neighborhood. As such
he develops the sense of belongingness to the community life and learns to co-operate and exchange views and experiences. As a member of the community the child obeys the community rules and laws, faith, beliefs, customs and traditions. The identification a distinct group of community to which he belongs and as such community consciousness develops in the child that have greater influence on education and socialization of the child.
3. School : School plays a significant role in socialization of the child. School is described as a miniature society or society in the making. As such functions of school have identified with the functions of society. School act as a community development centre with all its necessary programmes of activity. Building up of children character and personality in school depend on social, political and moral principles and established norms of the society. It always provides social efficiency and experiences. At the same time social change and social development
depends mainly on school education. School education helps the child to accept the desirable elements of his social culture and avoid the undesirable one.
